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Opportunities in the Arts

Save these dates

Allied Arts is addressing the needs of our artists and is working to offer 
more opportunities to serve our community. Here is a list of great 
programming and projects we are working on for 2023-24:

Arts Education Program: A multifaceted approach providing teacher training, 
all-school public art programs and high-quality intensive standards-based arts 
education.

Exhibit Series: Our gallery series consists of curated juried shows in our 
Downtown Bellingham gallery as well as exhibits in other venues throughout 
Whatcom County.

Whatcom Cultural Arts Festival: Celebrating and honoring the diverse cultures 
of our community.

Art Supply Thrift Store: Selling donated, gently used art supplies at a low cost to 
inspire our creatives.

Holiday Festival of the Arts: A Whatcom County tradition featuring over 100 
artists in a �ve week-long celebration featuring vendors selling art, crafts, 
treats, gifts, and more.

Children’s Art Walk: Downtown Bellingham celebrating our local youth each May.

Whatcom Arts and Culture Guide: A yearly listing and map of open studios, 
galleries, museums, performance venues and cultural offerings in our region.

Advocating for the Arts: Promoting the arts on a local, statewide and 
federal level.

Internship and Volunteer Opportunities: Program based skill building projects 
for all ages and experience levels that help to make our programs possible.

If one of these projects catches your eye and you would like to help by 
purchasing a membership, donating, volunteering or serving on a committee, 
please contact Kelly Hart, Executive Director at kelly@alliedarts.org or 
360-676-8548.

SAVE these dates for upcoming events

Director’s Report
It has been a great year at Allied Arts!

We are leaders in the arts community of Whatcom County. We are examining each of 
our programs and taking steps to make them more representative of our community 
and to be as inclusive and accessible to our diverse audiences as possible.

– The Whatcom Cultural Arts Festival was the largest yet, featuring a wide array  
 of art, food and performances representing our creative community.
– Our new marketing efforts are reaching audiences both locally and encouraging  
 visitors to come see what Whatcom County has to offer. 
– This increase in visitors is re�ected in the fact that our gallery sales are the best  
 they have been in over 15 years!
– We have also had the opportunity to increase the size of our art supply thrift store  
 from 700 square feet to 3,000 square feet. To help make arts accessible to   
 everyone, we have the “pay what you can” section for art supplies and a “one bag  
 a month free” option for those working with our social service partners. 
– There has been a huge increase in requests for our 14 talented teaching artists in  
 the Arts in the Schools Project, especially for their sessions that focus on social  
 emotional learning and celebrating our diversity. 
– Our new Veteran Art Program encourages military veterans and their families to  
 explore and get involved in our artistic community.

We have a terri�c team this year with a wide variety of backgrounds and interests. 
We have a strong enthusiastic board with two new members. Our eight fabulous 
staff have really stepped up to take charge of their various programs. Our programs 
wouldn’t be possible without our interns and volunteers who have clocked in over 
1,500 hours in the past year!

As we celebrate our 44th anniversary, we invite you to get involved in the arts and 
help us to ensure that Allied Arts can continue providing art-centered 
events and activities throughout the county. 

Warmest wishes,

Kelly Hart
Executive Director

Annual Membership Meeting - Thursday, September 21, 6:00-8:00
42nd Bellingham Holiday Festival of the Arts
November 17-December 24, 2023
Artist Exhibit Series
New exhibits start 1st Friday of each month
Allied Arts Membership Show
February 2-24, 2024
Whatcom Cultural Arts Festival
March 15-17, 2024
Recycled Arts Resource Expo (RARE)
April 5-27, 2024
Arts & Culture Guide 2023-24
Available now through May 2024

Children’s Art Walk
May 3-18, 2024



GALLERY EXHIBITS
Allied Arts hosts monthly exhibitions at our Gallery on Cornwall Avenue. This 
past year, we were able to feature over 170 local artists in seven themed 
shows as part of our Juried Gallery Series, as well as larger group shows such 
as the Whatcom Artist Studio Tour and the annual Member’s Show. 

As the community revitalized after the pandemic, we have seen an increase in 
visitors over the year, especially during our show openings on First Friday Arts 
Walk in downtown Bellingham. It has been one of our most pro�table years 
here at the Gallery, and we extend our deepest gratitude to our community for 
supporting our local artists. 

EDUCATION PROJECT
The Allied Arts Education Project is focused on expanding quality arts learning 
opportunities for Whatcom County students through standard-observed and 
social emotional development considered curriculum. Allied Arts brings art 
related lessons to classrooms throughout Whatcom County via our roster of 
talented local Teaching Artists who conduct workshops in visual and 
performing arts. Schools see AAEP as a valuable partner in aligning 
curriculum with art related state standards that aid in the learning of core 
subject matter. The Children’s Art Walk had another successful year, with 37 
businesses displayed over 4,000 works of art from over thirty schools!
15 Teaching Artists
122 Volunteers

FESTIVALS
Allied Arts of Whatcom County engaged with the community this year with 
both live and online options for our annual festivals and events.

43rd Annual Festival of the Arts
November 18th – December 24th, 2021

The Holiday Festival of the Arts celebrated its 43rd year this past holiday 
season. For a second year, we were located on Railroad Avenue in the heart of 
downtown Bellingham, bringing shoppers from near and far to support over 
100 vendors and artisans of the community. The festival ran for 5 weeks, 
seven days a week, and provided both an in-person shopping experience and 
an online marketplace to shop and pick up curbside. On the weekends, 
performances from musicians and kids' workshops hosted by artists made 
the festival a delightful holiday event!

132 Vendor Booths
25,000 Objects Sold
12,928 Visitors

Whatcom Cultural Art Festival 
March 10 - 12, 2023

Allied Arts partnered with the Port of Bellingham for the sixth annual 
Whatcom Cultural Arts Festival, dedicated to the diverse cultures that make 
Whatcom County so unique. We were able to display 30 local artist booths, 
multiple youth art activities and performances inside the Bellingham Ferry 
Terminal including  Traditional Silk Road Dance and Native Hip.

30 Vendor Booths
11 Performances
5,654 Attendees

Payments to Artists
Of�ce and Administration
Misc. Expenses
Payroll

Grants
Community Support
Individual & Business Contributions
Membership Dues

Misc. Income
Program Sales & Fees
Thrift Store Sales

Our membership of 323 supporters: 
85% of them being artists working in a variety of 
mediums, from the seasoned professional artist to the 
novice, from local businesses to art enthusiasts, Allied 
Arts provides members with numerous opportunities: 
•  Member-only events 
•  Listing in Member’s Directory
•  Participation in juried shows and festivals
•  Updated monthly newsletters
•  Discounts at partnering businesses 
• Special invitations to community art opportunities  
 and happenings

2022-23 Total Budget: $597,765

2023-24 Staff & Board
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Thank you to all our members for contributing to the arts in our community.
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Supplies
Publicity
Contract Services

22 Participating Schools
7,100 Youth Served

Art Benefactor
Dorothy & Carey Worthen
Julia Lee and Walt Ingram

Patron
Charles Miller
Maria Angeles Capellades
Mary Langholz
Mary Vermillion

Friend of the Arts
Bellingham Chamber Chorale
Cordata Gallery
Eric Hirst
Holly Witte
James & Jennifer Cool
John Hoyte
Julie Mortimer
Marcia Ford
Point Roberts Press
Scott Ward Art
Susan & David Gillespie
Terri & Tom McCalla
Whatcom Artist Studio Tour

Family
Anne & Shawn Evenson
Deborah Loober & Jane Burns
Laura Landrum
Liz Cunningham
Mark & Brigid Wilson
Naomi Rudo and Greg Stern
Pace Atelier Art Studio
Paul & Diane Berg

Business
Sustainable Connections
Point Roberts Press
Lithtex NW
Adventures NW Magazine
Downtown Bellingham Partnersh

Whatcom Artist Studio Tour
Port of Bellingham
Paci�c Continental Realty
Alene Johnson
Alluvial Farms
Another Wave Fiber Art
Apple State Vinegar and Shrub Farm
avastuller.com
Baby Bird Designs
Baker Creek Ceramics
Barnstar Florals
Bear Art Studios
Bellingham Arts Academy for Youth (BAAY)
Bellingham Entertainment (DBA StarStuff 
Galleries)
Bellingham Festival Of Music
Bellingham Symphony Orchestra
BellinghamART
Bonnie Rose Jewelry
Brian Simpson
Broken for You
Brushstrokes by JAS
Bud & Bloom Botanicals
Burnish Clay Studio
Byron Lloyd von Priebe
Califo Photography
Cards by Linda Scoboria
Carter Custom Crossword Puzzles
CASCADIA Int'l Women's Film Festival
Cascadia Stoneware USA Inc.
Charlotte Ball
Chris Clay
Chris Romine
Chris Shreve
Chuckanut Bay Gallery & Sculpture Garden
Circle 8 Creative
Classy Sassy Glass
Coastal Peak Design
Daelinar

Dawn's Designs
Dragonwood Designs
EeLin Lee
Elegance with a Flair
Empress Tattoo
Erica Charbonneau Art & Design
Erin Libby
Fairhaven Rug Gallery
Fat Dragon�y Collection
Felicia Andreotta Art
Fern & Fog Apothecary
Fiberz
Fisher Woodworking
Fluid Art
Forest Farmstead
Fourth Corner Frames
Funky's Hot Sauce Factory
Gail Azinger
Ginny Baker Studios
Good Earth Pottery
Good Graces
Handmade by Cookie
Happy Art by Rebecca Danger
Harriet Arden Byrd
Holmquist Hazelnut Orchards LLC
Hook & A Stitch LLC
iDELiGHT Graphic
Illume System Studio
Jamie McPherson
Jansen Art Center
Jean Ferrier
Jet City Films
Jim Hopkins
Jo Bird Jewelry
John D'Onfrio
Joseph Kinnebrew IV
Joy S Olney Fine Art
Jumped Up Stitcher
Karen Hanrahan

Karen Theusen Designs
Keene Customs
Keene's Jewelry
Kevin Hoover Arts
Kim Masser
Le Gourmet Girl
Leilani Norman Painting & Photography
Lisa Abbott Art
Listening Arts
Little Baby Wren
Liz Copeland
Lucia Enriquez
Lyn Jackson
Lyz Staman
Magic Carpet Jewelry
Marie's Bees
Marjie Miller
Marlene Van Beek Jewelry
Mary Sews Many Designs
Matthew Scott
MeG Jewles
Megin Artwork
Melissa Morales Rush
Merina Glassworks
Mesee Wilson
Moonlight Silks
Nana Thebus
Nanci Price Scoular
Nancy Canyon Fine Art & Writing
Natural Moments Studio, LLC
Noelle Fine Art
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association
Northshore Hand Bound Books
Pamela Beason
Panting Portraits
Pattern Art
Peggy Sullivan
Peregrine Entertainment
Peter Ali Native American Flutist
Peter James Photography Gallery
Pickford Film Center
Picture Pangea Photography
Rae Ellen Lee
Raindrops
Realms Bath & Body Line
Rebecca Treat
Red Door Art Studio
Ria Harboe
Richard McNeely
RJKU Ceramics
Robert Dodd & Susan Chase-Foster
Rupert Ayton
Sacha Goldsmith Designer

Salnoran Studios
Sam Chapman
Sea Holly Beauty Company
Sergio Rojo Photography
Sheila Sondik Printmaking
SieArts
Siri Hepler
SoulDuster
Stainless Steelheads
Still Waters Jewelry
TAMARA OLSON
Ten Ninety Creations
The Creative Frog
Tom Ferry Studio
Tracy Rush
Trilby's BBQ Sauce & Spices
Turner Photographics
Two Blind Mice
Two Sparrows
Validate~Appreciate
Valley Arts Group
VanArts
Village Books
Waf�es in Paradise
Wandering Oaks Gallery
WE Talking Stones
Western Washington University College 
of Fine and Performing Arts
Whatcom Art Guild
Whatcom Art Market
Whatcom Museum
Whimsical Rabbit Design
Williamson Illustration
Windbell Cottage
Zachary Murdzia
ZEETOONS
ZenWrockz
Zotshee

Individual
Alexandra Wiley
Alison Till
Allen A. Adams
Arlene Beacom
Barbara Laliberte
Beth Anna Art
Brenda Higgins-Moberg
Brighten Up Arts
Candace Buethorn
Candace Johnson
Carol Bultsma
Carol Reed-Jones
Cheryl Lee
Chloee Lenee

Christine PollConstance Drake
Cynthia Crawford
David Inscho
David Vergin
Deborah Holmes
Dennis Ansell
Eero Johnson
Elizabeth Wonnacott
Ellyn Van Houten
Gimme Thangs
Harmony Devaney
Ian Garconnette
Jacquelne Jones
James Farrand
Jan Mustain
Janine Hazebrouck
Jerome S Jacobs
Jessie Rees
Joan Nicholson Original Art
Jyoti Duwadi
Karen Copher
Karen Kaufmann
Karla Ward
Katherine Taylor
Kelley Dragon
Laurie Potter
Lavera Langeman
Leah M. Metalsmith
Light Circle Art
Madeleine Holman
Marcia Culver
Maren Larson Art
Maria Monks
Mariah Deady
McBride Photographics
Myriad Network Services, LLC
Nancy Grigsby
Nancy Kay Peterson
Nancy Pelham Foulke
Neal Cronic
Rebecca Pon
Richard Longstreet
Rita Fox
Sarah Hessinger
Savannahpants Art
Semilla Sanchez
Skye Burn Productions
Soulful Sumi Calligraphy
Susanne Long
Terrace Watercolor
Tore Ofteness
Wendy Eakle

REUSE THRIFT STORE
One of our most exciting developments this year was expanding the Allied Arts 
Reuse Thrift Store into a new location across the hallway from the Gallery. The 
purpose of this store is to sell reused supplies and materials back to our 
community to make art and inspire creativity. Items for sale are collected 
through donations and sold at low costs or are repurposed in our Arts 
Education Project.  Proceeds bene�t our local art programs. If you haven’t yet, 
stop by to explore the new space and see what treasures you can �nd!

We would like to thank the hundreds of interns, volunteers, board members and staff that 
have helped at our events and festivals.

STAFF
Kelly Hart – Executive Director
Xandra S. Blackburn – Program Manager
Janis Conn – Arts Education Coordinator
Liz Smyth - Cultural Outreach Coordinator
Brian Grote – Bookkeeper
Alex Daluiso – Program Assistant
Lena Miltimore – Program Assistant
Mars Wetzbarger – Program Assistant
Sacha Bliese – Holiday Festival Manager
Jim Dixon - Graphic Consultant
Ethan D’Onofrio – Tech Consultant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Scott Ward
Rachel Simpson
Casey Curtis
Kevin Coleman
Mary Langholz
Mary Vermillion
Holly Witte
Sheri Clark
Guy Ochiogrosso


