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Deanna Eden 

Theater • Play  

Improv Workshop: Improvisational theater frees the students' creativity and allows them to play in a learning 

environment. Beginning with physical warmups, students use different body parts to create shapes and to 

express emotion. They work in groups to create scenes and images: terrific cooperation and group learning 

opportunities. By learning the structures and games of improvisation, they create scenes and comedy 

together.  Improvisation is both collaborative and solo—they strengthen their own creative confidence and 

experience success creating with others.  They practice demonstrating their skills in front of one another, and 

learn how to be great audience members too.  

Plays in Poses: What is a scene? What are the building blocks of any scene? What are the building blocks of 

any character? In this workshop, we will be activating both the writer's tool (story structure) and the actor's 

instrument (the body). Students will be guided to find joy and energy in a frozen pose. Students will then learn 

what a dynamic pose is and how it can embody a feeling. Students will explore physical expression as a tool for 

interpreting literature and/or writing/creating original stories. We will go over story structure and discover 

how simply a clear, coherent story can be communicated by the performer's strong physical choices. By 

creating a series of developing poses, and in partnership with others, students will create simple stories that 

reflect reading assignments and/or can be expanded upon in creative writing work and storytelling. 

Breathing and Creativity: The breath is the motor of the body, relaxing and centering us, as well as influencing 

how we move and feel. This course is designed to provide students a refreshing way to move their bodies, 

focus on their breathing and activate their creativity. Given sound samples, pictures and short verbal cues, 

students will be asked to interpret these cues with their breath and body movements in space. Students will 

also be paired up for the purpose of giving partners movement inspiration. There will be presentations and 

brief discussions of how audience members interpret what they see, as well as a brief guided meditation cool-

down to get students ready for their next activity.  

Styles and Genres: The style of a story is just as important as the story itself. First, we will look at the building 

blocks of any story (setting, character, want, conflict, resolution). Then, we will examine examples of different 

genres (fairy tale, fantasy, science fiction, etc.). We will learn about the elements of style and the qualities that 

make up each genre. Working in groups, we will create and perform original stories working within a specific 

genre.  Then we will discover how a simple play can be performed in a variety of genres, focusing on what 

aspects of a story change and what remains universal.  

Theater Without Walls – Site Specific and Roving Performance: Theater doesn't have to stay in a theater! How 

can a specific location inspire a performance? What kind of performance can rove (move from place to place)? 

Students will investigate a variety of indoor/outdoor chosen spaces, examining the sights and sounds, the 

feeling inspired by the space, the characters that could exist there. We will explore how a chosen space has its 

own story, and we will create short scenes and monologues inspired by spaces we choose. We will also explore 
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what it means to create a character that could travel through space—what defines roving theater? How can 

the performance have a journey? We will celebrate the idea that theater can happen anywhere, and we will 

load up our personal toolboxes for creating theater without walls.  

 

Ellen Clark  

Illustration • Painting • Sculpting • Writing 

Creative Book Making: 
Ellen Clark Illustration • Painting • Sculpting • Writing 
Creative Story - Book Making: 
We will study cartooning and sequential page lessons. Creating a super hero to admire and respect, someone 
with a history of providing for and protecting others.  
 
Students will be guided in writing a story. They will draw and paint pictures showing action scenes involving 
diverse populations, endangered species and issues of the world. We will experiment with folding and 
expanding panels. I will bring various tools to enrich and inspire. Each student will work on their own guided 
ideas to assemble a book. This will challenge students to become confident with their ideas. At the end, those 
who wish may share their story with the rest of the class. 

 
 

Thor Myhre  

Junk Has Soul • Kite Making • Recycled Art • Sculpture 

Junk Has Soul – Sculpting with Recycled Materials: Sculpting with the found object.  Inspired by a truckload of 

recycled materials, students will use common hand tools to create unique works of art.  They will learn 

innovative ways of integrating and attaching formerly unrelated items, making new discoveries about 

themselves and the world around them. Students will learn about great resources for future projects and walk 

away with a new found sense of the beauty in everyday junk.  

The Flag Project: How would you symbolize yourself with a flag?  Made with colorful recycled materials, flags 
are temporarily displayed in unison to cultivate a beautiful composition (like a giant patchwork quilt). 

 

Andy Koch 

Clowning • Balloon Sculpture •Creative Dramatics • Improv • Pantomime• Puppet Creation & Performance 

• Sculpture • Storytelling 

Cultural Folk Tales told with Puppets: In this workshop we will select folktales from around the world, build 

puppets from papier mache, rehearse, and perform them for classmates, family, and friends. Puppets are a 

timeless art form encompassing many artistic disciplines, capturing the imaginations of young and old. The 
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folktales we will be choosing from are handed down from countless generations making for exciting and 

important exploration.  

The Folktales we have dramatized for puppets draw from the following elements;  

• Explain nature and the world around us. 

• Establish good role models, behaviors, and morals. 

• Importance of friendship. 

• Warn youngsters of danger in their environment. 

• Oral history. Keeping cultural roots alive. 

• Affirmation of good for the poor, hope. 

 

Performance Art / Creative Dramatics: This workshop covers the basics of acting skills; Pantomime, 

Improvisation, Theatre Games, Group Dynamics, Vocal Projection, Stage Movement, Skit Development, and 

Performance, all with an emphasis on FUN. Great for those wishing to explore acting, as well as the more 

experienced looking to hone their performance skills. Once we explore on an improvisational level, students 

will be working in small groups to write and rehearse a variety of one act plays. Content can be focused 

relevant to classroom studies. On the last day of the workshop, we will present a Mini One Act Play Festival for 

Students, Family, and Friends. 

 

Andy Koch and Christian Anne Smith  

Clowning • Balloon Sculpture •Creative Dramatics • Improv • Pantomime• Puppet Creation & Performance 

• Sculpture • Storytelling • Painting • Papier Mache • Prints • Puppet Creation & Performance 

Cultural Folktales Adventure and Paper Måché Puppets:  This dynamic duo will bring the following 

experiences to your students: Sketching, Sculpting, Papier Mache, Painting, Mixed Media, Character 

Development, Puppeteering and Performance, Exposure to Ancient Cultural Tales, as well as opportunities for 

reflective writing at the end. Students will learn the history of puppetry, make puppets and have a puppet 

performance as the culmination of the project. 

 

Frank Frazee 

Cartooning • Drawing • Painting 

 

12-hour Cartooning for 5th Graders: 

Students will be guided through step-by-step of drawing characters, learning composition, captioning, and 

coloring of single panel and multi-panel cartoons. Students will learn the basics of cartoon character 

development.  They will learn body proportions, expressions, and movement. In the comic strip lesson, they 
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will learn how to break down the joke of the strip and how to draw it out in four panels. They will learn to use 

pencil for rough drawing and fine line permanent marker to do the finish work.  

 

Laurie Potter 

5th grade only: 

 

(12-hour lesson) 

Starry Night Starfish:  

Starry Night and Starfish is a fun way to learn about texture drawing and Van Gogh’s brushstrokes. 

Part 1: 

A study on starfish is the first lesson. Images of starfish will be on display for students to look at. Still life drawings of 

starfish will be made in pencil focusing on texture. They will then be traced in felt pen and watercolor will be added. 

Part 2: 

A study on Van Gogh and his “Starry Night” with a focus on his brush strokes.  

Students will sketch a landscape like Van Gogh’s “Starry Night” and add starfish instead of stars to the sky. It will then be 

traced with the felt pens. Paint will be added in Van Gogh style brush strokes.  

 

 

 

 


