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Introduction 
 

Allied Arts of Whatcom County Fire Evacuation and Safety Plan (“the Plan”) is developed and 

maintained in accordance with Chapter 4, Emergency Planning and Preparedness, of the 2015 

International Fire Code as adopted by the State of Washington and the City of Bellingham. 

The Administration of Allied Arts of Whatcom County takes seriously the responsibility to plan 

for the protection of life safety, and property in the event of a fire or other emergency.  

Therefore, adherence to the policies and procedures contained in the Plan is mandatory and 

binding on all personnel associated with the operation of the facility. 

Regular, quarterly drills shall be conducted to ensure familiarity with components of the Plan, 

and to gain practical knowledge of how to conduct operations should a fire or other emergency 

arise.  Participation in these scheduled drills is necessary to achieve an adequate state of 

preparedness. 

Allied Arts is home to a collection of art objects and irreplaceable pieces of historical 

importance.  More importantly, Allied Arts plays host to hundreds of patrons, volunteers, and 

staff members whose life and safety is of utmost value. 

Each of these categories, human lives and art treasures, is mutually exclusive of the other when 

calculating the potential cost of a significant fire event.  Each is of paramount importance to 

consider in the development and implementation of the Plan. However, life safety must be 

emphasized as the driving factor and, therefore, is the focus of the Plan. 
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Scope 
 

The Plan covers a variety of areas required by law: 

 reporting of emergencies to emergency responders 

 implementation of the Plan in the event of a fire 

 emergency evacuation drills 

 fire safety 

 emergency egress or escape routes 

 assisted rescue 

 accounting for personnel after evacuation 

 notification methods and procedures 

 contact personnel 

 assembly point(s) 

 hydrant location(s) 

 routes of fire department vehicle access 

 floor plans denoting exits, evacuation routes, egress routes, fire extinguisher locations 

 major fire hazards, including maintenance and housekeeping procedures 

 maintenance and updating of the Plan 

 availability of the Plan for review by staff and fire officials 

Occupancy Rating 
 

The general requirements of the Plan are mandated by the occupancy rating of Allied Arts of 

Whatcom County as a Group A (Assembly) occupancy having an occupant load of 100 or more. 

General Procedure 
 

If you see a fire, remain calm, sound the alarm immediately, notify all staff in the building and 

proceed to the nearest exit.  

If you hear the fire alarm, remain calm and proceed to the nearest exit.  

Assist anyone in need, giving priority to the elderly, disabled, and persons under 18.  Do not 

stop for personal items or to shut windows, but the last person out of the building should ensure 

the door is closed. Go to the 'Assembly Point,' depicted in 'Figure 2,' which is the parking lot 

across Cornwall Ave. from AAWC. (1421 Cornwall Ave.) 

Do not reenter the building until told directly from the Incident Commander. The Incident 

Commander will be Kelly Hart of AAWC or other management on site. For off-site events, the 
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Incident Commander will be Kelly Hart and/or other managers staffed to include but not limited 

to event coordinators, teachers, and partnering management. 

Reporting Procedure 
 

When an unwanted fire is detected in the building, immediately note the location and contact the 

local Dispatch Center by calling 9-1-1.  Prepare to answer specific questions about the type of 

fire, location, address (1418 Cornwall Avenue in Bellingham between Magnolia and 

Commercial), and stay on the line if requested, our number is 360-676-8548.  Treat other 

potential or actual emergencies (e.g., gas odor, person complaining of chest pain, injury) 

likewise by contacting 9-1-1 and following the dispatcher’s instructions. 

Duplicate 9-1-1 calls are the rule.  To ensure emergency responders are notified, delegate more 

than one person, such as a bystander to call 9-1-1 and report the emergency. 

CPR and first aid may be administered by competent bystanders (including staff) but this is 

strictly voluntary. First Aid Kit is in the drawer next to the copy as is indicated in Figure 1 (Floor 

Plan) 

Emergency Contact: 
 
Kelly Hart 
Executive Director  
360-383-6470 
 
Contact the owner of the building as soon as possible: 
Daylight Properties  
1155 N. State St. #620 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
360-734-6600 
 

For non-emergencies, please contact Daylight Properties: admin@daylightproperties.com 

A person shall not give, signal or transmit a false alarm. 

It shall be unlawful to interfere with, attempt to interfere with, conspire to interfere with, obstruct 
or restrict the mobility of or block the path of travel of a fire department emergency vehicle in 
any way, or to interfere with, attempt to interfere with, conspire to interfere with, obstruct or 
hamper any fire department operation. 
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Internal Notification 
 

Notify patrons and Allied Arts of Whatcom County personnel by voice and/or intercom, if 

feasible, of the presence of a fire in the building using neutral voice tone and audible voice 

volume by stating calmly,  

“I need your attention!  There is a fire located in the building.  Come this way and leave 

the building.  The fire department is on its way.”  Instruct persons to walk calmly to the exits, 

not run. 

Before leaving an area, loudly shout, “Is anybody in here?” multiple times; do a visual sweep 

to see anyone who might still be in the area.  Get their attention and direct them to “Come this 

way!” 

Evacuation Procedure 
 

When escape from smoke and/or fire is warranted, direct members of the public and Allied Arts 

of Whatcom County staff to walk along designated emergency egress routes.  Stay calm and 

use an assertive voice tone to get the attention of persons in your vicinity while announcing 

“Come this way!”  Point to the nearest, safe route and give clear, concise instructions on how 

to proceed to the exit and out of the building. 

See Figure 1 (Floor Plan) for locations of exits, fire extinguishers, stairwells and telephones. 

Persons requiring assistance shall be given assistance to proceed out of the building:  delegate 

a bystander to assist if necessary.  Assist the elderly, the disabled, children and any other 

person obviously in need of assistance to escape. 

Complete evacuation of the building is the policy of Allied Arts of Whatcom County.  Return to 

the building can only be authorized by the Incident Commander or an Allied Arts of Whatcom 

County official designated by the Incident Commander. 

Accountability 
 

All Allied Arts of Whatcom County personnel, and as much as practicable, everyone else 

evacuated from the building shall be instructed to move to the parking lot to the east of the 

building (the “assembly point”.)  The purpose is to physically account for everyone who was in 

the building at the time of the emergency evacuation.  Employees of Allied Arts of Whatcom 

County shall take responsibility for doing a “head count” to verify no one is still inside following 

the evacuation. 

See Figures 2 and 3 for evacuation route and areas to avoid congregation. 
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Figure 1 

Floor Plan 
 

(EXIT TO ALLEY)

     
     (EXIT TO CORNWALL AVE.) 
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Figure 2 

Site Plan 

       Route to Assembly Point 
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Figure 3 

Fire Hydrant Locations 

Please take caution when exiting the building to watch for civilian traffic as well as 

emergency response vehicles in need of access to the building and/or fire hydrants. Do 

not block access for emergency personnel or vehicles. 
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Use of Portable Fire Extinguishers 

As life safety is the primary objective, fire fighting is of secondary importance to evacuation.  

There are A-B-C fire extinguishers located throughout Allied Arts of Whatcom County (see 

Figure 1.)  The A-B-C designation indicates these extinguishers, although limited in size, can be 

effectively deployed to put out most types of fires if used correctly.  If you are in a position to 

protect your life and safety, have a clearly accessible egress route and have completed 

evacuation duties you may choose to use the nearest extinguisher(s) to combat the fire.  If you 

are unsuccessful at putting out the fire, escape immediately.  Regardless, leave the building and 

report to the assembly point. 

Designated Contact Persons  

 
The Director, or delegate, is the designated representative responsible to coordinate with the 

Incident Commander regarding the “head count,” building layout or other information as 

requested. 

Fire Hazards 
 

Fire hazards associated with the normal use and occupancy of the premises include: 

 Waste paper 

 Wood shelving and cases 

 Extension cords 

 Flammable solvent 

 Congested aisle ways 

Any and all hazards can be mitigated through careful attention to storage and housekeeping 

procedures.  Allied Arts of Whatcom County personnel are responsible for safe practices, and to 

report or rectify unsafe practices and conditions: 

 Follow good housekeeping practices (e.g., clean up solvent spill) 

 Read and attend to label information as to handling and storage requirements 

 Turn off and/or unplug electrical equipment when not in use 

 Empty trash receptacles regularly 

 Keep aisle ways and hallways clear (ADA accessible) 

 Prohibit smoking and open flame on the premises 
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Emergency Evacuation Drills 
 

As indicated by the Fire Code in Table 405.2, Group A occupancy facilities shall schedule and 

conduct evacuation drills on a quarterly basis. 

The purpose of the emergency drill is to familiarize all occupants (i.e., employees, volunteers 

and interns) with the Plan and drill procedures.  

“Drills shall be held at unexpected times and under varying conditions to simulate the unusual 

conditions that occur in case of an emergency.” (IFC 405.4 Time) 

Records shall be maintained of required emergency evacuation drills and include the following 

information: 

 Identity of the person conducting the drill 

 Date and time of the drill 

 Notification method used 

 Staff members on duty and participating 

 Number of occupants participating 

 Special conditions simulated 

 Weather conditions when occupants were evacuated 

 Time required to accomplish complete evacuation 

Responsibilities 
 

Management is responsible for seeing that fire-prevention procedures are established and 

enforced; fire suppression systems are inspected regularly and maintained; supervisors are 

trained to use fire extinguishers for incipient fires; and employees are trained to use evacuation 

routes and procedures. 

Supervisors are responsible for monitoring the use of flammable materials; training employees 

in safe storage, use and handling of flammables; and ensuring that storage areas for 

flammables are maintained properly.  

Employees/Volunteers are responsible for following company procedures for the safe storage, 

use and handling of flammable materials, and reporting violations of the AAWC fire prevention 

plan. 
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Training 
 

Allied Arts of Whatcom County personnel shall be trained in these emergency procedures and 

the specifics of the Plan as part of new employee orientation and at least annually thereafter. 

Training shall include fire prevention, evacuation and fire safety, as well as special topics of 

interest.  Records of training shall be maintained in the office of the Director to be made 

available to Allied Arts of Whatcom County and fire code officials upon request. These policies 

and procedures transfer to any off site Allied Arts Events as well.  

Employees shall be periodically instructed and kept informed of their duties and responsibilities 

under the Plan. Records of instruction shall be maintained. Such instruction shall be reviewed 

by the staff not less than every two months. A copy of the Plan shall be readily available at all 

times within the facility. 

Plan Review and Updating 

The Plan shall be reviewed or updated annually as necessitated by changes in staff 

assignments, occupancy or the physical arrangement of the building. 

The Plan shall be available in the workplace for reference and review by employees, and copies 

shall be furnished to the fire code official for review upon request. 

 

References: 

International Fire Code (IFC) 2015 edition 

http://sfmd.az.gov/documents/2016/03/2015-ifc.pdf 
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