
From A Child’s Point of View 
 
The purpose of From A Child’s Point of View is to explore each student’s thinking about a subject, through 
inquiry, discussion and reflection. From A Child’s Point of View culminates in a drawing. Young people in 
grades 1-5 will address themes chosen by the teacher. These themes will be integrated into classroom 
curriculum in a variety of subjects ranging from earth/life science to democratic values. One question that 
might be asked is instead of asking what children want to be when they grow up, asking what they want to 
fix when they grow up. The final drawing will be on a plain sheet of 81/2” x 11”. The goal is a clear image: a 
line drawing, using pencil, crayon and/or pen. Each drawing should be accompanied by descriptive text, 
using the same identification label used by the Allied Arts “Children’s Art Walk.” The drawings can be solely 
for From A Child’s Point of View and/or for the Children’s Art Walk. A student’s thoughts about their drawing 
can be written directly on the drawing, as well as on the identification label used by the Children’s Art Walk. 
Thirty drawings will be selected by the Bellingham Arts Commission. The selected drawings will be 
fabricated into metal to form a metal mural* in Maritime Heritage Park for one year.  
 
Rationale 
 
The From A Child’s Point of View project supports the Bellingham Promise in several ways. The way in which the 
classroom teacher chooses to integrate the project will determine the focus for each classroom. Components of 
the project that support the Bellingham Promise: 

• The belief that all children should be loved. Asking for children’s thoughts demonstrates respect and love. 
• The idea that teaching children to do their best involves self-reflection. The project asks students to 

reflect on their experience and worldview, and to turn these reflections into a drawing. 
• Modeling and teaching respect and compassion. We invite children to consider the plights of fellow 

beings. 
• Creating honest and ethical citizens who act with integrity. We invite students to consider their role as 

citizens within their communities. 
• Encouraging effective communication. We invite students to describe their work and their process. 
• Engaging students with the broader world. Their work will be on display in a public space, such as their 

school or a city park. 
 

Potential Curriculum Connections 

• Our hope is that classroom teachers, grades 1-5, see this project as an opportunity to provide an arts 
dimension to any unit of study, rather than as another “to do” expectation.  Teachers are free to choose a 
field of study in which to integrate the Child’s POV project.  Possible topics might include: 

• The Pledge of Allegiance - For teachers who invite their students to interpret The Pledge, this would be a 
natural point of intersection.  

• Class/school rules - Questions of justice and authority arise naturally during the teaching/review of rules 
• History/civics units – There are many opportunities to present liberty and/or justice topics, ranging from 

Martin Luther King Day, Presidents’ Day, Black History Month, U.S. history, etc.    
• Earth/life science units - The sciences present opportunities to talk with students about environmental 

justice issues involving land, water, and air. 
• Children’s Art Walk – This could be an art project for the art walk, if combined with instruction, 

conversation and reflection of democratic values, liberty and justice, etc. 

Timeline 

Mid-September 2017 – February 18, 2018 

June 2018: Unveiling ceremony of metal mural at Maritime Heritage Park. A public event. 

For more information or to participate contact: 
Lisa Citron & Vale Hartley: fromchildspointofview@gmail.com.  
In alliance with Woodring College of Education, WWU. 
 

*From A Child’s Point of View drawings fabricated into metal will look like the metal mural at Lowell 
Elementary School. 


